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Hudson River Herring Background: 
 
~ Two species of “river” herring use the Hudson River and its tributaries: The alewife (Alosa 
pseudoharengus) and blueback herring (Alosa aestivalis) 
~ These species are anadromous, meaning they spend most of their life at sea but migrate into 
freshwater to spawn. 
~ Herring serve as prey for many species of fish, mammals and birds in their ocean and riverine 
habitats.  
~ They are also important to humans as food and striped bass bait. 
 

Why Help Monitor River Herring? 
 
~ Herring are important ecologically and economically.  
~ Herring stocks in several east coast states are 
declining.  
~ How herring use the Hudson and its tributaries is not 
fully understood.    
~ The Hudson River Estuary is nearly 155 miles long, 
with around 70 tributaries – this is a lot of ground to 
cover each spring.  
~ We need your help to gather more information.   
 

The Program:  Volunteers would: 
 

~ Monitor a specified stream site at least twice a week 
for two months (April 1st to May 31st).   
~ Visually assess the stream for 15 minutes looking 
for signs of herring (fish in the water, remains on the 
bank, or fisherman catches).   
~ Record observations on data sheet along with 
additional information (weather, temperature etc.) 
~ Information gathered in this crucial first year of the 
program will help us expand it in the future, by 
figuring out where and when herring are spawning. 



The Sites: 
 
~ Coeymans Creek, Stockport Creek, Indian Kill, Black Creek, Fallkill, Hunters Brook (right off 
Wappingers Creek), Moodna Creek, Croton River, and Sparkill Creek.  
 

Want to Help? 
 
~ If you think one of these streams would be 
feasible for you to help monitor on please contact us 
for more information: 
 
Mail: Hudson River Fisheries Unit 
 21 South Putt Corners Road 
 New Paltz, NY 12561 
 
Phone: (845) 256-3815 
 
Web: www.dec.ny.gov/animals/41545.html 
 
E-Mail: r3hermon@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
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Monitoring Schedule:  Monitoring will last for two months, from April 1st through May 31st.  

Volunteers will go to their site at least two times a week for 15 minutes, preferably at 
different times of day, with at least 6 hours between visits.  This will help us determine if 
herring use of tributaries is related to tide stage or time of day. 

 
Before you go out:  Dress in bright colors to make yourself visible to motorists and take any 

necessary precautions for weather, insects or poison ivy.  Remember to bring, pencil, data 
sheet, watch, tide chart, and if you have them polarized sun glasses, a camera and a 
thermometer.  

 
At your site:  
- Note the time you are starting/stopping and check your tide chart to figure out what tide it 

is.   
- Record the weather (ex: Sunny or partly sunny or cloudy, windy or calm, precipitation) 

and if possible record air and water temperature.  You could find air temperature online 
that day before you go out or use a thermometer.   

- Observe for signs of herring for fifteen minutes and record all observations on the 
datasheet.  These signs could include skeletons or body parts along the shore, catch from 
fisherman, schools of fish in the water or even silvery scales floating on the water surface 
(river herring lose their scales very easily!).   

- If possible, estimate the number of herring based on the categories provided at the bottom 
of the data sheet and take pictures.  Taking pictures is very helpful for us because it helps 
us verify their presence.   

- If you take any additional water quality measurements please record them as well.   
- If you stay for longer than 15 minutes and see signs of herring, please note this under the 

comments section on the back of the datasheet. Please do NOT include these data as part 
of the fifteen-minute observation.   

- Also note your location on the stream.  If other volunteers visit the creek with you, please 
only fill out one report. 

 
 
Data Response:  The data sheet is downloadable online from our website.  It can also be 

filled out online and emailed in.  Please send weekly updates and digital pictures by e-
mail.  However, we also need hard copies of all data sheets mailed to us at the end of the 
season for our records. 

 
Contact Information: 

Mail: Hudson River Fisheries Unit 
 21 South Putt Corners Road 
 New Paltz, NY 12561 
Phone: (845) 256-3815 



Web: www.dec.ny.gov/animals/41545.html 
      E-Mail: r3hermon@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
 
Most Importantly: 

Thank you Volunteers!  You are an integral part of learning how these fish are part of the 
Hudson River.  We understand that work, weather and other factors will effect how 
closely you are able to stick to the monitoring protocol.  We just ask you do your best and 
we thank you for your participation. 

 
 
 

 
 
 


