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Foreword .

“:;There is no questlon about the beauty of the Croton Rlver Gorge'or of 1ts unlque

e of a sound program for the use. and protectlon of the rlver and ad301n1ng areas

'ﬁ7env1ronmenta1 and ecologlcal 51gn1f1cance.g Wh11e 1t is only about 3 1/2 m11es

; tfrom the Cornell Dam of the Croton Resezvoir, (by far the main, source of the rlver ssjff

:water) to the Hudson River it 1s doubtful if there 1s any rlver 1n the coumtry '

that - for its 51ze —’offers such dlver51ty as well as quantlty‘of both fresh and‘

‘”;salt water 11fe together w1th a w1de varlety of blrds and small game,_ Along>w1th
Qéfoutstandlng scenlc beauty there is great present .as well as future, potentlal for
such recreat10na1 act1v1t1es as’ h1k1ng, day camplng, sw1mm1ng, flshlng and p0551b1y§“
,;boatlng (canoes and row boats only) plus wide p0551br11t1es |

'r nature and

i conservatlon educatlon.

7 There ‘are two main reasons why thls proposal is addressed to a group composed of
”"representatlves of the f1ve mun1C1pa11t1es whose Jurlsdlctlons 1nc1ude land

. borderlng on the Croton River. 1. The env1ronmental and recreatlonal advantages;

*fnare espec1a11y 1mportant to all those 'in the flve mun1c1pa11t1es who 11ve w1th1nfllly -

g mlle or two of the Croton s shores. 2 Many of the obJectlves outllned 1n the:f

'j'study proposal can be better achleved by such a "compact” representlng all flvev“'t

frlver towns :and 1ncorporated v111ages i.e. the towns of Cortlandt 0551n1ng andf

-New Castle, and the 1ncorporated v1llages of Croton and- 0551n1ng




‘released from them to out-flow streams.

,‘The Instltute would like to express 1ts gratltude to all those concerned c1tlzen5';-
f; of the varlous towns and v111ages who have worked hard for many years to preserve;7<f77

"‘the Croton River. The map of the river and the 1nventory of landOWners along 1ts”if?'

N ‘Glngold Chalrman of the Cortlandt Conservatlon Adv1sory Counc11 for maklng the‘h-

“”,_aforesald map and other data avallable to us...and to Mr. Robert Boyle for hlS

- of the river from the Croton Village side of the former Route 9 brldge to the

narrow, rocky course of the river Just below the Sllver Lake Recreatlon Area..

‘L‘The ba51c nurnose of thls proposal is toylndleate what the Open Space‘Instltute
"ttdbelleves should be 1nc1uded 1n a study de51gned to assure optlmum protectlon and ,3'
V':’juse of the River - 1nc1ud1ng permanent preservatlon of certaln key areas whlch afé:,__
= : now'ln‘prlvate ownershlp whether by acqulsltlon,‘easements or spec1a1 zon1ng o

‘fl‘Wlth cooperatlon from . all the mun1c1pa11t1es concerned there is no doubt that the‘ h*“

; Croton Rlver and its 'shores will become recognlzed as one of the most valuablejlff“”t

. The ,Proposed 'InSkt‘itute study would be developed in three parts T o

This fact is ‘most. apparent in relatlon to obJectlves whlch 1nvolve deallngs with -

governmental units whether federal, state, county or mun1c1pa1 - with spec1a1

~emphasis on deallngs with the New York City Department of Water Supply whlch has };.Fn

»‘Jurlsdlctlon over all city owned reservoirs and the rate atvwhlch water is .

vthbanks has been most helpful We would llke to give speolal thanks to Mr, Joel ?[:»‘f*

klndness 1n taklng the wrlter on a most 1nformat1ve canoe tour of the 1ower part

_and exc1t1ng natural areas in the entire Metropolltan Reglon.L '

“Part I

General Description of River Area

‘JInoluding‘a Landowner Inventory =




h This openlng sectlon of the proposal would present in text and mape a deecr1pt10nnhh'°
"of the current state of the rlver, 1ts general recreat10na1 and conservatlon usesjuﬂ]u o
‘and an up—to—date inventory‘of all 1andowners‘(pub11c and prlvate)'along its’ i};‘

banks" - | o u

"Part II ’“7fa“‘r f;»,v~‘%*fw

Designation ofl;_.l,”

High Priority Land UseCProjecte

and Preservation‘Areas’

‘vy'Thls sectlon would be a detalled study of spec1f1c areas.or pro;ects wh1ch the
;:V‘Open Space Instltute feels of outstandlng 1mportance in the development of an’
'hioptlmum plan for publlc use and preservatlon ‘of both sides of the rlver from l“v
ﬁthe Cornell Dam to the Hudson. Typ1cal high pr10r1t1es would be
“'l:' Trails for hlklng on e1ther side of the Rlver.i In some. oaseSw
these would be new trails - in others, old tralls would be 1mproved
‘ﬂfjé;~ Expan51on and 1mprovement of both shores at Sllver Lake and Black
”*1hRoek recreatlon areas. ,";»e“ff\‘ifh pEg e . o

”/ Development of a new mu1t1 ~use fac111ty for the Mayo s’ Landlng

}ﬁ‘—lparadlse Island area 1nclud1ng the nearby small 1slands.‘ Among the
u””p0551ble uses would be flShlng, camplng, nature educatlon and boatlng

V(canoes and/or rowboats only)

. 4;” Organlzatlon of a strong effort to secure coneervatlon easements
‘fion as much shorellne as p0551b1e from the County Park to the mouth of
\‘ﬁflthe river ' “The once promlsed Selbert easement could become a valuable
1;ii"be11wether” for obta1n1ng other easements. | | A
*;”1“5; The value of the river as a recreatlon‘reeource would be greatly
:ilenhanced by the creation of a publlc access fac111ty on the 0551n1ng
':d51de of the river between Paradise Island and the old Route 9 brldg ‘

abuttment.




Fogam

L inEnv1ronmenta1 Conservatlon Dept., bf‘ﬂ~"

(‘5‘campa1gn would 1nc1ude copy and layout for a brochure to be malled to all voters;{;3'$

: 5w”1n the area PLUS educat10na1 Teleases concernlng the pro;ect for the local presst

‘,@jiand radio. In addltlon, the Institute will be glad to take part in any Publlc .
whearlngs, nelghborhood or assoclatlon meetlngs set up for presentatlon Of the f;'"

throton Rlver Preservatlon Project.

= 'In terms of an effort to put pressure on the N Y C1ty Dept of Wate
: ,malntaln a reasonable water flow for the river from the Croton Reservolr we be11eve
"con51derabie cooperatlon can be obtalned from relevant departments and off1c1als

0 in all three of the levels of government llsted above

a p0551b111ty of substant1a1 help from the Federal Government under the terms
"f‘Aannounced in Pre51dent Nixon's request to Congress known as the "Legacy of Parks"

g proposal There 1s also some Teason to belleve we mlght get help from N Y ?State s ffﬁ

CoIt 1s 1mportant to note that the value of 1and owned or acqulred by a mun1c1pa11ty'ffp§a‘

: _ba31s under the terms of "Legacy of Parks" proposal. :

'Part‘IiIﬂ,"'

'5ﬁbli¢ Education’Campéigﬁir~: T

As. soon as the proposed study or some modification of it is acbepted by theVm‘

. mun1c1pal governments whlch have agreed to 301n in the over- all prOJect then

j,pthe Open Space Instltute would develop a strong publlc education campalgn.i Thlegfgpp,f

. Part IV |
Possibilities of Federal,

State and Countyucooperation e

JSupply to

C~‘In terms of grants for development of publlc recreatlon areas’ there seems to be e u'f

can be credltted as ‘part of the mun1c1pa11ty s contrlbutlon on a 50 50 grant




‘ The flnlshed study’complete w1th maps and 1mp1ementatlon recomnendatrons

1nc1ud1ng a proposed publlc relation program - would take approx1mate1y three‘v
rmonths from the day of an official "go ahead" and would cost appr0x1mately e
h$1200 whlch would be less than one half the actual time and out of pocket costs

.for the Instltute. ‘

. together all of the mun1c1pa11t1es with shorefront Jurlsdlctlon along the Croton
”River These would include the Vlllage of Croton, the Town of Cortlandt the V'h”‘i’ﬁ
“ Town of 0551n1ng,,the Vlllage of 0351n1ng and the Town of New ' Castle.Fj

]_h_Compact w0u1d be the ideal sponsor for the Instltute s Study

“- The Instltute has found in its experlence in deallng w1th more than 30 mun1c1pa11t1esw
h'on a fee basis that it is very desirable: to stlpulate a deflnlte payment schedule

L in order to avoid unnecessary delays and p0551b1e mlsunderstandlngs

" Payment of the $1200 fee would be made in three eqﬁal'insta11ﬁéﬁ%§s{,,r

2nd Pa&ment“WouId‘be made upon submission of the'completed study:

outlined above.

Approx1mate Time and Cost f‘

for Proposed Open Space Instltute

", Croton River Study 7

The Croton Rlver Compact Wthh Mr. Joel Glngold is trylng to develop would brlngffh o

Fee:Paynent Sche&nlevpﬁ"'

-wvlstcPa&ment would be made when the study is officially authorized:hy;one‘orjmore' |

municipal governments.

3rd Payment would be made on completion of the public education activities as i '




