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World Trade Steel Arrives in Croton

On February 10, a contingent of officials,
police, fire and emergency personnel ac-
cepted delivery of a piece of World
Trade Center steel from Hangar 17 at
JFK Airport in Queens. Following proto-
col established by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey which has
control of the remains of the World
Trade Center, the one-ton, |4-foot piece

The Croton contingent who traveled to and
from JFK to escort the steel to its new home.

of steel was loaded on a flatbed truck and
a procession of more than fifteen vehi-
cles, with lights flashing, escorted it on its
trip here. Members of the police contin-
gent contributed their own time to make
the trip. Once the steel arrived at the
border of the Town, the procession
passed through the streets of the Village
of Croton, through Montrose hamlet,
streets in the Village of Buchanan and
proceeded to Town Hall. Supervisor
Puglisi conducted a brief ceremony in
honor of the occasion.

The steel piece, which comes from the
North Tower of the former World
Trade Center, is destined to become the
centerpiece of a memorial established by

the Town of Cortlandt and Villages of @ |

Buchanan and Croton-on-Hudson. The
memorial will be located in Croton Land-
ing Park. The memorial will honor the
Town residents who died on Sept. |1,

200 |—William Abrahamson, James

Oakley, Greg Rodriguez, Thomas Sinton,
Joseph Zuccala along with other victims
of the attacks, first responders and veter-
ans. Following official ceremonies con-
ducted at the Town Hall in Cortlandt, the
1 steel  was

moved to a
secure loca-

o S tion until
=" 'such time
o as it is in-
. corporated
% into the
memorial

Design team getting a first itself.
look at the WWT steel. Several
teams of

volunteers have been formed to help in
designing, constructing and landscaping
the memorial as well as to raise funds to
pay for it. For more information on the
memorial project, go to
www.townofcortlandt.com. Click on 9-11
Memorial on the left side. The memorial
project is being chaired by Croton resi-

dent Janet Mainiero.

The memorial committee hopes to have
the memorial in place in time for the 10th
anniversary of the attack this September.
However, if that is not possible, it is ex-
pected that a detailed rendering of the
memorial will be ready for the dedication

of the site at Croton Landing.

e Ed

The steel piece being digitally measured
for design purposes.



Village Elections

The annual Village election will take place on Tues., March
I5th in the Community Room of the Municipal Building.
In addition to choosing the Mayor and two Trustees, vil-

lage residents will also be asked to vote on a proposition.

The referendum, calling for changing Village elections to
November, was mandated by the receipt of over 200 valid
resident signatures on a petition. It is one of only six is-
sues that may be forced to a referendum solely by petition
under New York State Law. The exact wording that will

appear on the ballot is as foIIo|ws:

I Proposition No. | 1

Shall the month of the regular Village election for the Vil-
lage of Croton-on-Hudson, Westchester County, New
York, be changed from March (the third Tuesday) to the
general election in November (the first Tuesday after the

first Monday)?
Yes

L No ]

The candidates for Mayor are:l
Mark Aarons - Republican, Alliance
Leo Wiegman - Democrat, Croton Taxpayers
Candidates for Trustee (2 positions to be filled) are:
Patrick Calcutti - Republican, Alliance
Keith Douglas - Republican, Alliance
lan Murtaugh - Democrat, Croton Taxpayers

Casey Raskob - Democrat, Croton Taxpayers

The polls will be open from 6 am to 9 pm. A 2-year NYS
exemption from use of ballot scanning machines permits

this election to be conducted with the old lever machines.

Window Replacement

! During the coming months, windows in the

& Municipal Building will be replaced. When the
windows were installed in 1999, they were
under a ten-year warranty. The thermo-pane
seals on the windows were determined to
have failed within the ten-year period. As a
result, some 220 panes of glass will be re-
placed by Industrial Window Corporation.
The Village Board recently authorized $33,300
i for the labor involved. The 1998 contract for

B the windows installation was for $216,982.

Station Feasibility Study Report

Tim Haahs Associates, the Village’s consultant on
the Croton-Harmon Station Parking Structure
Feasibility Study, has provided the results of its
@ study. The report is available to view on the Vil-

lage website.

The goal of the study was to create a parking lot
master plan for the future - for the parking lot to
achieve its maximum potential for the Village.
The parking lot currently has 2036 spaces on 47
acres. lts yearly net revenue, after expenses, is
$1.7 million—the second largest revenue source
after property taxes. The intent of the study was
to explore options to increase parking capacity to
meet future growth, to free up portions for other
uses, and to enhance the station environment and
commuter experience by improving vehicular,

bicycle and pedestrian safety and flow.

Based on a future growth estimate of 1% annually
to 2015 and 2% annually in the years beyond that
to 2025, a three-phase concept was presented.
The first phase would involve short term im-
provements to the station to address its flow,
safety and overall environment. Based on an ex-
pectation that the lot would have insufficient
spaces by 2017, phase 2 recommended the utili-
zation of the space occupied by the DPW garage
to supply an additional 123 ‘premium’ spaces
close to the station building. A Phase 3 option
for the future, if the parking demand falls short of
available spaces, would be to build a parking

structure.

Possible short-term im-
; provements in Phase |
would include relocation
of bus and taxi locations,
closing the area directly
- in front of the main sta-
tion entrance to vehicles, and fencing along Lots F
and H to channel pedestrians to safe crossing
spots on Veterans Way. Phase 2 would entail

o locating a new site for the DPW, demolition of
the current garage and design and construction of

a new DPW facility.
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Reminder!

March 15th is Village Election Day

/—I Municipal Building 6 am to 9 pm r £



Municipal Building Space Assessment

A 2007 Police Dept. and Village Court Needs Assessment
and Facilities Master Plan done by Rebanks Pepper Little-
wood (RPL), specialists in police facilities, identified the
need for more and better designed space for the Police
Dept. The RPL report became the basis for RFPs for
proposals to address these needs. In 2010, Peter Gisolfi
Associates was engaged to perform a complete Feasibility
Study for a space analysis, renovations and energy im-

provement for the Municipal Building.

The study had four main elements: expansion of the Po-
lice Dept. space, relocation of the Court function and
related offices, building-wide energy improvements, and
an evaluation of the needs and spaces of other depart-

ments.

In February of this year, Gisolfi Associates presented an
update to the Board on their findings to date. Several
possible schematics were developed to address the space
issues. None involved altering the exterior of the building.
All of the proposed schemes entail renovating the first
floor of the Municipal Building to expand Police Dept.
space. At present, the Police Dept. occupies the entire
south end of the first floor of the building as well as much
of the west-facing side.
The court room and court
offices occupy most of the
front (entrance side) of
' the building. The Histori-
¥ cal Society also has its of-
i fices on the first floor as

B o ™ well as the Finnerty Mu-
et N Ll

. - seum in the wide hallway.
Police Dept. entrance and Ist

L Current first floor uses
floor space at Municipal Bldg. .
would necessarily have to

be relocated to accommodate the increased Police Dept.
space, including possibly moving the courtroom and court
offices. Gisolfi representatives presented several scenar-
ios showing possible relocation of other Village office
spaces. The Board didn’t reach any consensus on the ap-

proaches shown and will be discussing it further.

Additionally, the building is very inefficient energy-wise in
regard to its heating, cooling and lighting, costing about
$55,000 annually. Some of the problems are related to
lack of insulation, lack of thermostats to control individual
areas, individual air conditioning units rather than central-
ized, and an oil-based heating system. Any future renova-
tion would include reducing its energy usage. Various
heating/cooling solutions were presented including the

possibility of using geothermal energy.

Gisolfi Associates will continue to revise and modify their
proposed solutions to the space needs and energy prob-

lem based on further input from the staff and Board.

County Collaborative Assessment Report

A property tax assessment report commissioned in
2008 by the County Board of Legislators and funded by
a $50,000 NYS grant was released in Feb. 201 1. Mem-
bers of the Collaborative Assessment Commission rep-
resented the Westchester Municipal Officials Assoc.,
NYS Office of Real Property Services, Westchester
County Tax Commission and the NYS Assessors
Assoc. The goal of the study was to ensure tax fair-
ness, transparency and greater public support and un-
derstanding of property assessments taxes for the
County’s 45 municipalities (6 cities, 19 Towns, 20 Vil-

lages).

The problem of each entity using outdated assessment
methods and the lack of standardized information on
properties across the county has led to an increase in
tax assessment litigation - usually resulting in a loss of

the tax base where it occurs.

The report, which will be the subject of much future
discussion among the municipalities, is available online

at www.wmoaonline.com/category/reports.

The report makes several recommendations and re-
viewed three models. It recommends that assessment
remain municipally administered but that common data
and information be developed for all to use. As part of
this, the county has already embarked on aerial and
street level photography to create a common data
base. A commercial property data bank is also pro-
posed to be developed, and a full county-wide property
inventory by 2016. The report is likely to be the sub-
ject of substantial discussion and review in the coming

2011/2012 Budget Preparation

ON March 18, Village Manager Zambrano will file his
proposed budget for 2011/2012. Working with Treas-
urer Bullock and the department heads, the draft
budget proposal has been in preparation for several

months.

The budget is primarily funded from property taxes.
The majority of the expenses are non-discretionary
such as pensions, health benefits, insurance, payroll and
salaries, the Fire Dept. Service award program and debt
service. Beyond these items, there are basic costs of
supplies, equipment, contractual obligations, energy

(both fuel and heating) and utilities.

The Board of Trustees will begin meeting with the
many departments to review the details in a series of
budget work sessions once the proposed budget is
made available. The proposed budget will be available
on the Village’s website for viewing. A Public Hearing
on the proposed budget will be held on April 18. The

final budget must be adopted by the end of April.
Page 3



Recreation News

- The winter of 2010/201 | saw the
most Duck Pond skating opportu-
nities in recent years. Parks Fore-
man, Art Neff, reports that, so
far, there have been 13 days of

- ﬁ\mﬂ :
i e skating this year.

In a welcome sign of the summer ahead, registration
forms for the Croton Day Camp and the Tiny Tots

Camps will be available in mid-March at the library and
the Recreation office.

Reminder: photos for the Build-A-Snowman contest

@

Snow - Where To Put
1t?

This winter’s snow storms

‘T\ o\ & rave created a big problem

"‘(h LB VA f;_”“’or the DPW. Snow re-

(o e <« .. moved from street corners,

% - carking lots and the Upper

A" Village has to be put some-

place. The picture on the left

shows mounds of snow “stored” at the Farmers Market

Croton Seniors

Computer and internet skills are being of-
fered to Croton Seniors in a cooperative
effort with the CHHS students in the Future
Business Leaders of America club. In 2
classes in March, the FBLA students will work with in-
terested Seniors in learning word processing, email,

=

N

scanning and internet search skills.

Seniors are heading into Spring with their annual St.
Patrick’s Day party on Friday, March 18th. The
“wearing of the green” luncheon is held in the Com-

munig' Room and is catered by Cole’s Market.

1 Daylight Savings Time

| 1) The first day of Spring is Sunday, March
4 pring Y

g 20 this year but Daylight Savings Time

returns even earlier! DST begins at 2
am on Sunday, March [3th! Remember
to set your clocks ahead one hour. DST was first es-
tablished in the US in 1918 but has been an on again,
off again issue since then. In 1974, for energy reasons,
DST began on January 6 and the following year on Feb.

© 28. The current DST dates were set in the 2005 En-

ergy Policy Act and took effect in 2007.

Got a Question?

| often walk along the Riverwalk trail at Cro-
ton Landing. | understand that Croton has a
Trails master plan and a very extensive sys-
tem of trails throughout the Village. Has the

master plan been completed?

The Village adopted a Trails Master Plan in 1993 which
identified existing trails and recommended locations
where additional segments could be
made to accomplish an interconnected
system of trails throughout the Village.
Since then many trail segments have
been added to the system but the
whole concept has not been com-
pleted. In their annual report to the
Village Board, the Trails committee under the chairman-
ship of Jan Wines, summarized the successes of the last

year and its plans for 201 |.

In 2010, a new section of trail between Batten Road and
Valley Trail was cleared and blazed by committee mem-
bers. They also received an award, along with the Cro-
ton Housing Network, from the Westchester Municipal

Planning Federation for implementing a trail segment as

part of the Symphony Knoll Senior Housing development
which opened last year.

Severe snow and ice storms last winter
impacted the Trail system as a number
of trees fell on the trails causing a lot of
additional work. The Village DPWV aided

in removal of some of the larger trees.

For 2011, the committee would like to see the long-
planned trail improvements around Kaplan’s Pond pro-
ceed. This work has been funded through a grant.
Work on stabilizing the embankment on the Croton
Gorge where the connecting trail leads from Quaker
Bridge up to the Croton Gorge Trail is another priority
for this year. Additionally, the committee hopes to up-

date the 1993 Trails Master Plan during the coming year.

Committee members are Fran Allen, Heath Bingham,
Barbara Buske, Pat Conley, David Daly, Don Daubney,
Geoff Haynes, Bob Hiney, and Jim Sullivan. Copies of the
Croton Trail System can be obtained in the Village office.
It is also available at the Village website. From the left
side of the Home page go to Boards and Committees,

then click on Trails Committee.
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